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EDITORIAL

WHY NOT SER-CON?
_and

'THE RETURN OF AN BXILE

: A fact that the Editor of FOCUS has been - puzzled by

for some time is the objection some people seem to have to

a fangine saying something serious once in & while. Why
this should be we are not too sure but, Judglng by "some of
the letters of ddvice we have received we are¢'being led to
believe that the worst thing that could happen-to .a fdngzine
wauld be for it to print a serious article. While we consider
that a fanzine is not the place for abstruse discussions on
religion, philosophy and other equally profound subjects,
preferring that these be kept to the more specialised pub-
lications which have a readership interested in such things,
we do feel that to turn down any material that is offered to
us merely because it might be constructed as being serious:
is a rather short sighted outlook.

If we can lay claim to having anything so grand as an
editori&l policy it is this. To print the best and most
entertaining material availa ble to us. That's all. And by
entertaining we do not necessarily mean humerous or 1ight
welight. It is possible to be serious without being grim and
a serious article can be as entertaining as a contribution
of llghter intent. A case in point is the article we print-
ed in the'last issue by Leo Harding It wasn't written
tongue in cheek but was an idea of the author's well written
and pit forward in stralghtforward fashion. Judging from
our readcrs' letters it was probably the best thing in the
issue yet, 1f this wasn't serious what was 1it? The defence
rests,

And now on to & subject which will probably give older .
fans ‘something to either worry or cheer about, depending on
their point of view....

. - On opening the Editorial offices of FOCUS last Monday we
found that over the week-cnd our premises had entertained
uninvited visitors. The air had a strange overpowering odour
to it which we found was caused by some patches of an acid-
like liquid which had in places burned through the desk top
and the floor. Outside on-"the lawn we found:a blackened cir-
cular patch of grass which suggested to us that some odd craft
about thirty feet in diameter had rested there for some time.
Further inverstigation of the offices revealed in the type-
writer on the Editor's desk a sheet of paper bearing the
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' message which we reprint below.

Avast all of you, I have rcturned. For the past cleven
years I have heen fighting my way back from the swamps of
Arcturus Seven where with only Wart ears, Frogeyes, Snaggle-

tooth and six million gallons of Xcno for commny I weas

marrooned by a rebel group at Startling and Thrilling Wonder.
But they couldn't get rid.of.this-old space dog that easily,
and now I have returned to find that my tormenters have been
consigned -to the oblivion where they belong. -What's:that,
Wartears? . Frogeyes can't ‘remember the combination of the lock
on the Xeng tenk. Tell him to give it a good kick and it'll
fly open. That's what I always do. And when he's got it open
tell him to bring some of it into me. About.a couple of Nep-
tunian Quarts. (The're five times the size of earth quartss)
Qperating a typewriter for the first time afterr all these j@ars
is thirsty work.

Now I am free to again wander the space ways and magazine
columns thumbing my nose at those "nothing but spece between the
cars' appeasers who burble unconvincingly of the "dignity of
Science Fiction". When I was the astrogator, things were dif-
ferent. The ether vibrated with bad puns, worse verse, name
calling and all those other sensory delights, which were enough
to ma ke a grulzack leave its Martian pasture in search of
wrltlng fluid and papyrus so that'it could join~in the fun. -
Egad Snaggletooth; stop-drinking that duplicator ink., We can't
expeet them to - primt this for us if we wreck the joint.

Now -Let every right thinking fan re¢joice. Let everyodhé
look forward to -a new era of thud and blunder and wonderful
cheesecakey covers and even more revolting Bems. = Let everyone
look forward to editorials that begin "Uncork the Xeno keg
Frogeyes and let all the space vermin beware lest....". 'And
those vicious irresponsible fans (if there are any left) that
engineercd my departure in order to improve their own fouwl ends
while all the time claiming that they were working for the
betterment of scicence fiction would do well to move carefully
for my memory is long and eleven years of exile have not im-
proved my temper. Let them beware lest unacountably their dup-
licators fill with treacle and their frishly cut stencils dis-
appear in a cloud of Xeno vapour. They have becn warned.

My return presages a new day for science fiction and fan-
dom and a return to those happy times of the past when nobody
cared about trends in film mking or fretted in case the boom
broke and letters to progzines began, "Dear . Sarge,!" or "To
Planet's Lecherous Pterodactyl."

Look for me, I will be around,

Sgt. Saturn.

While we are honoured that FOCUS is the medium by which



 aid ' : : - it b
the famous Scrgeant has made. his return known an:d while we

in no way wish to offend him we would like him to contact us
.in the hope that eh may be able to throw some light on.the
inexplicable disappearance from our office of several well
thumbed copies of PLAYBOY magagzine which form an important part
of our reference library..

THE EDITOR.

OLY MPICON

CAFTERTHOUGHTS

By Bob McCubbln.

"Oh Thou who didst with pitfall and with gin .
Beset the road I was to travel in.".

From Omar Khayyam.,

I propose; 'in this article, to show the hidden side of

Convention organising as I found it during 1956, In general,

a Convention, apart from continuoug utld work ~1s- good clean
fun., However, for the. rrmldfmce of owhers, I glVL ten hlnts.
FIRST Never run & Convention with the Olympitc Gamesi...
You cannpt get satisfactory accomodation because it is already
booked  or the price is astronomical. To quote the Bible "I was
a stranger and you took me in." "Took" is the operatlve word.

SECOND . The Olympicon was too close to Christmas.’ By the
Time-we were almost normal again after the Con., the Xmas fest-
ivities were upon us. As 2 result of the two 1ethargles, it
has teen damned ‘difficult to get, thlngs finaljised,

THIRD Get your material for the Booklet in time to get a pull/
proofed before printing. We didn't, hence two  errors appeared,” /
and the poor Orgoniser has Fo write the apologetic l@tﬁers. .

FCURTH In Australia it does not pay to hire public halls.
The owners have to advise the Tacation Department....2nd that -
body sharpens its knife and moves in for & slice of the melon.
In our case, the melon was already a minus quantity!ll!!!
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FIFTH Make sure that your Committeemen are not TOO

emthusiastic. They have a tendency to think that- their

particular sectioh is the WHOLE Con, and spend accordingly.

This leads to grey hairs for the Organiser, and appeals to all
-—~——and sundry for financial aid.

SIXTH Check all your equ ipment before the Con starts,

arm in the place in which it is to function. We.didn't!i!!
When we played our tapes back it sounded as though a party

of Martians were making whoopee, and it was clmost impossible
to distangle the speeches from the ackground noise. It is not
t00 nice to have to ask speakers later on (see the Second note)
for a transcript of their specches, It delays,the Report also.

SLVENTH Be sure that, when transport is arranged, both

driver and his passengers are well briefed. Our play had a 25
CfMinute intermission between Acts One and Two because, when

Graham called for Harry. Harry was watching TV, or changing

the baby, and didn't hear the doorbell. Graham thought that
*Harry-must be on his way===—w—-- . Can you see the panic?

And visualise me, standing before the curtain, asking the

audience to be patient.

EIGHTH "We decided on a large banncr, 29 feet long, outside
the hall. Yes but we did not calculate the effect of a goentle
breeze on such a spread and so had a constant stream of people
telling us that our banner was down, or twisted, or reversed.
That meant getting a long ladder out and staging a2 wrestling
match on the face of the building.

NINTH Don't have TOO much material to auction. - Qut here
in Australia it would not be wise to cull what you get, because
almost anything in the way of S-F will sell, even though it is
not conductive to frantic bids. To keep somewhere near our
timetable, we had to rush the bidding along thus spoiling our
own market, Thark GHU that we had the foresight to duplicate
catalogues, thus avoiding the timewasting business of describing
every item. We used the member's register numbers as the means
of identifying bidders, thus simplifying the final rcckoning
processg. Our -system has a weakness...one chap found that he had
bid in more than he could pay for, and wanted us to sell it again,
then scrcamed because we deducted our commissionill!

TENTH Make sure that everyone picks up their OWN purchases
ONLY. Iarry Jones had a perty at his flat after the Con, and

_ someone walked off with the cream of his collect ion. Some
time later, the mbsing items returned anonymously through the

» malil. Bven an anonymous apology would have soothed Larry a little
but he didn't get onelil!l =

Those, brethren are the major pitfalls we found. In spite
of everything though, Melbourne will run the next AUSTRALIAN
Convention. Remember EASTER 1958 in Melbournce, Australia.



ocus on (i
iImland

The follow1ng iz a transcrlpt of an interview which took
place la st Thursday afternoon on-Station . 272B's:-Wonen's Hour.
Being intcerviewed by our Women's Hour gouwpere, Miria, is Mr,

- Edmund Swechack, a New Zealandcr, who has for. scue years been

resident in Hollywvad (Cédlifornia) frow whence he has just co-me
‘following the ¢ ompletion of a film in which he started.

MIRIA: Well first of all Mr. Swéchack, I would liKe to say
how happy we are to have you with vs in the studio hare to=day,
and we do hope you won't lmve to 1eqve us too soon to return to
your film making in -America. . '

MR. SWESHACK:Thank you Miria, it is very kind of you to give me
the opportunity to b htre and be able to speak to your listeners
and, should they, K be listening, those friends of. mine whom I Have
not yet had the oppertunity of secing privately. And it is very
nice to be buCk here although iy is only for a very.-short time.
My shooting sc:7fdule is already set £22 i nexh ‘picture and- =
nust ¥eturn to Hollywood in three week’s time. - SR

MIRIA: - First of all Mr, Swechack I'd iike vou to tell us
somgthing about the film you have just combleted and then per—
haps you would answer a few gquestions Ffor us 2bout life in Holly-
wood generally. -

MR, SWAEHACK:The film we have just completed ordlin which T
starred, is a Science Fiction story tigXes THT TAIR .OF F"P ZOMBIE
BUG- MAN. T of cou rse play the part «f-tho mfia Bug Van.
Brlefly the story concurns a VenMUW'ﬂ £ Maw ¥10 Comes acrosL
space o Earth as a scoub For his olnct “1ic’ 28 considering i
vading Barth. He can, T t%l“’ b Lot )erihred as keing anm 1nsect
in vaguely huuanoid form, butrendirely dovidd’ of human emctions.

JHis saucer goes put of controllwves» the- Ieiand of ilaiti and crashes

""there., His unconsious body is.picked fren the wreclkage by:-a:local

“renegade doctor who has becn making zogbic: o0 living nen and sel-
+1ling them to work the sugar plantagions, By injsctiag a-mixture
of Pentothal and Gammexane he sucecds in 9 ning g¢ontrol of the
Venusian Bug Man with the ultimate goal of utilising the.Venusian
science from the wrccked space ship and of course gal ning control
of the world., He installs the Bug lan with the wreckage Trom the
saucer in a huge secret cave and srders hin to re-crcate thie wea-p
ons that were destroyed in the crash. The now mindless Bug Nan

is entirely -under the will of the doctor who orders him to kill
with the new weapons in order to test their efficiency. The Bug
Man does this but the doctor underestimated the power of the new
weapons and is himself killed by them. With no one- -T2 w¢ontrol
him the 3ug Man now begins killing indiscriminately although as’
the effects of the doctors drugs start to wear off he rcgalns con-
trol of his actions. R
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Prospecting for oil on the 1slund at this.time are two |

men and a girl and they..decide to try:to help the terrorised
natives by tracking the Zombie Bug Man to his lair and des-
troying him. - They. suceed in finding his cave but the girl -
be comes separated:from her two compenions and is captured by
the Vehusian., A strange love for the girl forms within. the
hitherto emotionless Bug Man but she triés to escape’ from him
and he, enraged at being spurned by her decides that she will

instead be-used as a specimen‘and eh straps her to an operatlng
'table with the idea of disecting' hers Her two fellow scientists

came to her rescue however and ‘they suceed in getting her away

EfLom the Bug Man, a2l though one 'of them loses his.life in the

process. A bomb made from dyhdiite is planted at the ‘cave
opening and explodes Sealing the cntrance before the Bug Man
cam cmerge. Alone in the cave.now I have.my big dramatic..sccne

“in which I, as the Bug Man, am scen trying to.claw my way out
w of "the cave ‘but gradually growing wéaker as the oxygen 1n the air
" 1ds-used up and I collapse to the floor; suffocated

MIRIA: That sounds tremedously exiting Mr. SweehackAand I

~‘suppose it must have taken quite a long time to film,
. MR. SWEEHACK:Well no, not really. The actual story was written

' and the screening play prepared in a period of four days. The

longest time spent on any one detail was the time spent in design-
ing the appearance of the character I portray, the Zombie Bug Man,
Of course when you make a film of this nature it's necessary to

rake sure that anything you put into it is scientifically accurate.
or as-accurate as you can get it .within the limits of your budget.

‘The science fiction fans who go to these things are very quick to

~_!'spoti‘any uistakes you mmke on the science side of things. I don't

think though that they'll find many in this picture. We went to
a lot .of trouble during the fifteen weeks it took to film this

"Afstory to mke sure that errors of this sort were Yo pt to a mininun.

MIRIA: I suppose you had quite a few 1uportant scientists on
the set while filming was going on., I know a film of this nature
alwqys attracts a 1ot of interest: from spc01allsta in this field. .

. MR- SWEEHACK: Yes we did have a fow on'the lot at dlffercnt tnmes,
. Willy Ley came over one day and I think he must have been rather

. .impressed tecause when I showed him my Zombie Bug Man costume .all
- he could do was shake hlS head and mutter under hls ‘breath in.
--Germans - ‘

‘MIRIA: ~ Perhaps you w111 tell us Mr Sweehack how you mcnaged
to break into motion plctures.

" MR, SWEEHACK: Well I was rather fortunmate really.  During the

filming of THE CREATURE FROM THE BLACK IAGOON I heard that the
.producer was looking for a stand in for the creature just in.case
‘anything 'should happen to him that would . delay production; like,
. .er, drowning or catching cold for instance.’ I rushed around and
“'applled for the position and ‘because I resembled the creature very

closely and wouldn't need much additional make, up I was .given the

Jobs - T .also got a screen test but nothing came of it and I had jus’
-about given up hope of becomlng a film actor when the offer to

play the part of the Zombie Bug Man came. Natu“ﬂlly I took it



and that just about brings my story up to date.

"MIRIA: . . Well that's wonderful and I think'it shows that the
sucess Stories we read about can still happens: Now, ywur work
must- bring you into contact with quite a few famous ‘and interesting
-people. " Perhaps you'd nane some of thosé€ you've met,

MR. SWEEHACK: Well of course I've begen sb busy since I started
mekihg,. films that I haven't had muweh sdgial Life'and there a €
quite. a number of people I've yet to meet,” but- I have met, let
me sec now, the Three Stooges, threc very alert:and interesting

T gentlemen of the screen, ah Roy Rogeérs, Arthur Iakes; you know he
used to take the part of Dagwocod in the Blonddefilms, Sam Katzmen
a very able and astute producer and, 'oh muny others.

MIRIA: What are your plans for the future. Mr. Sweehack? Are
you go ing to stick to Film work exclusively or would you Like to
go into other facets of the entertainment world as well?

- MR, SWEEBHACK: Well, as soon as I return to Hollywood we start

- m2king RITURN OF THE ZOMBIE BUG MAN and that will ‘keep me busy for
a few weeks, IEventually though I'd likc to tour New Zealand as part

©of a live theatre production ® cause I think it is the duty of an
artist to give of his talent to the country that raised him., I
have in relationship to this approached the Manager of the New
Zealand Players and offcred my services to him, He was wry in-
terested but had to pojnt out that there are very few, if any,
2laysthat dre suitable vehicles for my particular talents,-=1
was forced to agree.with him but I'm sure that if we put our heads
together something suitable ¢ould be found,

MIRIA: I certainly hope so Mr. Sweehack, Well I sece our tiae
is up so once again I must thank you.for: coming along this after-
noon and I'm sure we all lock forward to sceing your film, What
was the mme of it again? ‘

MR, SWEEHACK: THE LAIR OF THE ZOMBIE BUG MaN.

Mervyn Barrett. May 1957.

IT MIGHT ROLL

HOTLYWOOD 5 v The latest story concerning the. circular Capitol
Records tower here has to do with two Martians who landed
their space ship in the parking lot adjacent to the buildirg.

"You go look around it, and I'11l wait here for you," said
one of them, Carefully the second Martian apprroached the
Tower, then made the complete circle around it. With a
relieved look, he returned to his friend and said, "They'll
never get it off the ground!"

(With acknowledgements to DOWNBEAT for May 2, 1957. Thanks.)



in @ach 1ssue we yroflle one of the CerlC S members, <o) that the
rqader,w;ll be more. fam aruwlththe peoole who " are respons1ble
f?Gagantlc lunber mhx@h we call FOCUS. Richard Paris,
ircle's foundcr, was;the logical choice for first one to get

) ‘ﬁﬁbut the, problen arose; who is to write it? We took
the’ cowards way out and conned him into writing it himself. I guess
what we.wene. qgtcr was the usual type of .self writtcn pen portriat,
Yz know, the T was: born in - and. started readlng S.F. when I was
= years old, . "I thHink ‘we 1l get to the moon in - years." type

of thing. As you will see this is not what we got, but Richard
S:-dt, ‘as:an outllne of hlS 1dent1ty and WETi§ in A better

n. po know" than any of the" other Circle membcrs.

Rlchard,5¢,
I am to wrlte some -sort of a word sletch of myself

o Belng-a wvery pa551ve membpr of. the Clrcle 1t ‘is either to get
mlna over and done w1th or my fricends are s1ncerely 1nterested in
what ny true ‘nature is.

Flrstly ‘We, can gather>from nglc that my true nature is the
same as all- uther people's., Then what does that leave me. to des-
“eribe?i Ve all'have bodles,,and the same actions and reactlans worki:
through 81T to keep the. body. ‘&oing, then w. ot must be different
about me-andithe other pooylo, and vice versa° I . suppoese it is the
fact that we are all individuals Ama have grown ug in different
enviroments,_ peoyle, places,. etc.’ This would:@raebobly .mduld our
differcent personalities.

-Then-the only Jdifference between me s d other people would be

i my porsonallty - for they never seem to be comnon for all people,

do they9

R

T am to write some sort of a word sketch af ny yorsonullty,
then. Whether ny. gartlcular .one is good or bad, or indifferent,

I do have one. My name is Richard Paris, a name given to cover a
~complete -living organism made:up of over onhe thousand billion living
organisms. Where. the particuler Richard Paris 'is in that I cannot
.find - uriless it- is ‘the porsonality. But that is o prdduct of “that
organisin of particulars. My intellect is.thc complete amount of
.so-called thought I have ‘ever thought - whethcr through outside in-
fluence.or inside 'so called reasoning or deduction. Then my intel-
lect also is a product of this organism. My fellings are too of my
emotions or of my organism. As instinct is the power behind the
organism - what part of my body or my personality then shall I claim
as mine? Or that thing which I shall describe? .

Name i's Richard Paris, "I" am here, somewhere, I have "friends"
Continued on Page 23.
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EXTANT 3 Mlchael Baldw1n, 53 Shadforth Street Mosman
Sydney, Australia. 12 pp., fcp., duped. 1/-

) I think this 'zine is slung together any way it fits.
T stréss the word "think" VYecause I just could-be: ‘wrong. -Maybe
Michael has Cafbelly weighed the worth of tall the items in
EXTANT, added a few bits of his own, and*then-meticulsusly -

- placed each word of each sentancc so that 1t has Just the right
effect upon tne reader.

If so, then EXTANT must surely be ‘one - of the most carefully
publlshed fan21nes in fandom,.becuase the effect uaon the.reader
ertalnly 18 powerful ~

ThlS 1ssue is an 1mprovenent upon the prcv1ous two The
Editoral was readable. Page four was“ amusing. Pages.six and
seven were good. If you had to pay the postage*deffictiency
on DXTANT, you, probably got your mongy 's worth. }
" ROCKETS Vo. 5 NG 4. R.I. Farnsworth, Box 271 Pittman
Nevads. U.S.A. 14 pp., Oct. 50¢ per issue, off-set. The
Magazine of Space Flight. Official Publication of The United
States Rocket Society.: A L. , e
This little magazine is interesting. . It is a regular
_ publication of USRS and bcars an honest "Stargazer" ‘flavour.
‘Tittle news items are to-be found all over the place - and

”these would appear to be. the main:items in the 'zine... There
are a few letters - and two or three: photographs. Altogether
an 1ntcrest1ng 'zine, SRS

o ‘_\__ i »,

: ONCE IN 4 BLUE MOON. The Manchester Clrcle c/L[Dave
Cohen, 32 Larch Street, Hightown, .anchester 8, England. 27 Pp.,
4%0., duped. Free (?)

, , An odd itew conlalnlnb storles, artlcles, 1llos, and personal-
Citiés ‘in a wild jumble that ‘is quite- exhilerating. - The standard
is generally fairly high, particularly with stories like "No
Chcice" -and "The Stranger"' “"Pur.ely Coicidental™ also is a
st ory wo rth rcading. It's all about what might-happen when
the Loncon of '57 gets along.

If a second issue “0f this .'zine'is pubbed, don't miss it.
U.F.A. Bullctin. Richard A. Koogle. 5916 Revere Plaoe, Dallas
» _6 Texas, U S, A Free (9). 4to., duped 6 PP.

o T don't belleve ity I just don’t belleve the 'zine exists.,
~Must be a hoax. "Mind you, it does carry some news --Mathscon to
wrlte Incredlble Shr1nk1ng Man Wyndamds DAY OF mHE TRIFFIDS to

S



o ) : 18
ﬁifmcd -;stuff 1ike that. .But the lzing a s. 2 whole can't
Teal. - Maybes I, ate chepse 1 that cvcnlng. LAV b

*

be, -
bé o

18t o SFAIRS, publlcatlon, MONOLOGUE, Lars Helander, .
Lohegatan 11, Ebkltstuna, Swedcn. Free for letter of~commpnt,
trade etc._24 pp fcp. duped. ‘4z

I thlnk Lars Sh)Uld ‘be congratulltcd on. thls first:# SFAIRS
publlcatlon. Gensrally,: thb standard of production is falrly
high, and the Aumérous illos scattcered throughout the 'zine
gre vally énjoyable to 1c ok at. For the full length of the
'z1ne, Lars chats about almost anything of intcrest and even
_manages to mention onc or two controversial subjects such as -

- -ricial segregation in sfandom: The four. short pieces of dialogue
" by Linard (I“presumé) lead. from each’ othcr, grndually bulldlng up
to a first classs -punch: line. T

L The- second:- publlcatlan w1ll be- in- Swedlgh - but the two
'“follfw1ng w1ll be in Engllsh so why not- start trading with
lars?~ - : -

- - L -

~- ~FAFHED No. 5. .Ron Ellik, 277 Pomona Ave., Long Bcach 3,
California, U.S. A, FAPAzine W1th a' free c1rbulﬂtlon out of the
- organisation. 4to.;24 bp. mlncoed.

The duping not vcry good 1n'thls issué. That'svwhathnpgens
when.you use: the papcr Ron has. Blg fecature of the 'zine was a
,51x—page self—cont ained sectlon giving the rules: for playing
INTBRPLANETARY. I trled the game with a couyle of " brothers who
_were toodarn”lazy to read the rules and we found it toorslow and

»,comyllcated. But g is reconmen@bde Dean Grennell S plece was

amu sing, but not exactly wondorful.

. ‘Lars Helander and Jan Janscn teamed up on A LTIILE CHOCO—
yLATE TAND SVENSKA CHDLSE and’ produced an intcresting and enter-
‘talnlng quarter-of-an~hour "s-worth, ‘I don't: know whern FAFHED 6
will be pubbed - Ron's in the Marines, as you probably .know -

-, or. what 1t'll ‘be llke, but it might be a good idea to contact the

' ilg}fellow.

i -G C . g

. THE HARP ST ATESIDE - Walter A. WllllS, 179 Upper Newtownards Rd.,
Belfast, Northern Ireland. 72 Pp. 4to; dupeq, 2/~ & copy.

- Although thls monster publication deals with WAW's trip to

" the USA in 952, there's no daubt that it will be one of the

highlights of 1957. Seventy-two pages!!!! I won't go into any

. detail about the .effort, but take it from me that if you let this

‘pass you by, then you! ve let gomething: ‘really worthwhile slip from
your grasp. Send your two bob td Walt and if ~ please neote emph-

.asis -:there are any copies left, Jou'll receive one of the
reasons for the contlnued ex1stonce of fandomo
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Thls 1§ our- SeCJnd luttcr column anmd f@r a whlle there I did-

n't thlnk we were going to-make it. Perhags pur reéadoers think
that we are - buygnd criticismy YIf thls is so0.and they do think
that,, then.wb,must diwsilusi-on “them ‘and mJupstly say thati-it just
'alnt 59 Wgraduwit that we: iare nét quite wverfect yet, and. because
erfectl n is qur cim we welcome Tettor of criticism or even
better yet, praise. After all it is but a small thing we ask
a few hpstlly penned llnes to let.us know that you are still-
around and.receiving us.. If we¢-don't hear from you we might be
forced Yo take drastic acthn, like maybe drop . 1ng you from our
mulllnr 1lst. So be 1t : On to the letters. A

MICHAUL BALDWIN, 53 Shadforth Struct Mosman, Sydncy, Australla. '

#The other night, when I came home from the SF neeting.at- |
the Sydney Brldge Club, I GlSCOerbd in the nallbﬂx a copy of
FOCUS No.4. n

.- I have not had much «of & chwncG to have a: good look at 1t .
but it.does scem a considerable 1mgrovomunt ovcr ‘issue No 3, both',_;

-:1n content mamcrlal and irr 51ze.‘

The part T llkC best about the nagazlnb, howcvcr, is. the

cover’ “‘What a wondbrful illustration. What wonderful roproduct-f~"f

ion. It is w1thout a. doubt opg of ‘the best illustrations of

Saturn T have scen in a f.nzine., There is one smll:thing. I do,ig7
wish: you would st your “cartqonist what the duce thOSb small bits: -
of junk'are Jrlng, Jetractlng fron the view’ of the naln obgcct An

the illustration. '“.vv : S

I am glad to sce that FOCUS ‘has not resorted to.the- practise
of putting questionable or obscéne mgtprlal in the contents,a
practise which I fear for too mony fnngzines fre corryingiout.

As for the actual contents, Mr. Harding's article seemed to
be too long-winded. The cditorial scemed like: the editorial of -
a fangzine, snd your- poem struck me s belng mor e of a'filler than
anythlng elsc. o . »

. The- lcttur scctlon was. nost 1ntcrost1ng, partlculmrly the A
lottcr from’ Dave- Cohen. st ating the running proccdure of the Bridge
Club, " By .o strﬂnge 001n01ocnce, the night I rucblved :FOCUS, this’
policy was iuplecmcented: ogainst: two "fans" of thls c1ty. They akso
happen to be fanzinc- pdltors. L '

i cwnnot think of anythlng else thwt W“S in the ‘magazine, ﬂsi

.1 hove.- 3ust lont 1t to ny frlend B111 Hubble *%nd h“ve not got 1t'

ke ! 3{
v"i':7i.‘.

T‘f _.?: .
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with me at the- moment.“ R

I hope FOCUS will a)ntlnue'@c 1m%pqye,vand who knows, you
may become a second Boyd Rayburnﬁ" - Wi~ >y } ‘3
! - . ;. ‘“\‘! *'
I have never rcad any of the! ertlng oF" Boyd Raéburh and ~
-y reaetionh.}o his nane when' I” cane acrﬂss a rgference to
-~ itlin a letter from Don- Ford,%was 2 gasp’ of astJnlshment
and a cfy . ofy "It couldn't bed" I was right. It wasn't,
It would of course be 103 much to expect that the leader
of one of thc grecatest mudern Jazz orchestras that ever
- existed would+alsc: be a Fan. My badly worn old JEWELL 78s
. by:the '46 Raeburn:and, have given me hours of pleasurc:and
7 'I think it is one of the great tragedies .of our time that
‘L “this’ anuorful orvanlsutlan was not qblc’to nake- it financial-
”‘ly. :74‘ P R LR : S e

FRANK by COULTER. Administration Bldg. N.Z. Forcst Praducts,'
: P O.‘Box 14, Tokoroa. .

: ”;"Thanks for scndlng me a copy of FOCUS No 4o I found 1t
qulte entertaining and thought the article by Leo Harding on
GALAXY an d ASTOUNDING outstandlng."

R L BDNNDTT. 22 Atklnson Ave., Papetoetoe, Auckland.
""" "Thﬁnks wary ‘fuch for the No.4 FOCUS...SurprlsLngly good al-
though I've never ha d much intcrest in fan Mags. T Bidn't even
know of::its ‘existance - not even a whls)er. The- cover was 1louSyeee..-

It vs-one - thing ysu should try and improve. - I made a few conmtacts

when I arrived here this time last year but I did not .even get a-
round to going to a club meeting. FOCUS hovever seems about my
..size. 'Local 1nterest, no "effort and f... Well the contents of No.4
I rcally engoyed es; c01dlly Merv's editorial, Lco Hardlng s articlrs
: ,Lynette s pix and the .general stqndard attrlbutoble in full or in
ﬁ'mpart %o Messrs Merv ard Bruce. ' W. S.F.C. soufils Okeh. Grog and
,q‘mu51c‘~ S“undS ubout my level - progressive jazz!"

o Most cbrtalnly - rogrc331ve Jazz,
MARGARET DUCE, 46 Bon St., Alcxandra, Vlctorla Australla.

S "Gomnents on. POCUS° Okay, you qskcd for 1t... It w uldn’t
be : ethlc%l to comment on thc céver, so I'1l start with the Bditor-

. ial: This woas comloundgd of thé usual zany® ‘slathering of goo, need

I say more? Letters from Loveland? Well...hmm...yep. ‘Waterehed?
Greatly improved but too long. View from the Ghoulaxy?  Considcerabl
.bettdf than many supgosedly 'professional' analyses of scicnce-

. fictional trends! - Spacecman Jones?. 'Oh, well, it could hapyen to
““aryone. The New Mayhew? . Very, verry goad! ~-Focus on Focus; goud-
title., *More of this please. These American characters write real
crazy. The Circle Encompassed? Interesting as usual.  TLast Words?

- Help! Help! I'm 2 prisoner in a Slobovian stinkweed f<ctory. Lynett
"~ your illos are terrif! Particularly the Searlish creqtlonAchnected
w1th The New Mayhew." a ' ’ ‘ S
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.JOHN G. TRIMBIE. Ashlya, Japan.

. "FOCUS 1-4 arrove, and I feel a blt like I've bﬂen blitzed.
~Whén- you said that I mlght find a FOCUS coming my way, Merv, I
- thot of one ish. Happy to have received them, tho, as I've got
a fullér “picture .of where you've gone from numbcr one .

Improvement definetly.

'Bout the only -thing intcresting in the flrst three was. the
SPLCEMANSHIP bit, in No.1.. Number two and three ,Showed the same
stlffness thst numbcer one had, end had nothlng to llven them up.

Number four is a different stary. " Now you re gettlng shme-

" wnere. (What's this bit of continuing a story from pp 20 t0° pp

©9?) 7 I like the ‘gffect of loosseness that four hds:( and the’ previou:
ones didn't. ) Keep it up, I think YJu re headed in the right di-
rection.

Shaver lives near Ray Palmer in. Amhurst W1scon31n, U.S.A.
- and I hope he stays there. Stu Byrne can be corny enuf. wuthout

the My stery lJus1ng up the works again, (Or the - "flylng sau-
cers. ")

" Don Ford's bit of chit-chat filled space, but dldn't print
nuch in"the way of news. (At least it wnsn't news to me., Anyone
for. CONTACT”) For some reason I liked it, tho, guess I'm addicted
to that sort of column, : . S '

o The VIIW FROM THE GHOULAXY'ar%iCIe by Harding covercd ground
in a _newish -sort of way.” Didn't drag his idcas on the - burst of

the "boom" into it, just mentioned it in pfcrirgs Too many fans

, arc concerned with the fact that th¢ boom died, .and why, and aot

.,:;,what its effects were. 'Course, majbe I'm progudlced ‘having been
- 'an aSF fan. from away baek. - e

Wasn't 700 ser—connlsh, 01ther'
Y 'know, ;1t's 1ntcrast1ng what & non-fan thlnko of fandom,

. .Couple of guys in the barracks here, happened upon, bhb ish's of

FOCUS. which I was absorbing. MNystid ficd. "You mean.that this is
something like a chain-letter?" 'What sorT of elub is science
f10t13n°"- ‘Goad Ghu, that last ones’ '

And it's . even worsc when you wet a FAPAzlne,. They think
I'm completely, battyo (Maybe I an?) :

‘Well, I haven't madc 100 much scnse, nor said anything that
could. be construcd %0 be, ser-con, But I feel'better, And I LIKE
FOCUS . That 1s nothlng 1n itself, but I valuc my opinion."

The 1doa of’ thc Ford pit is Just that - chlt chat, We're
:not a newszine and ﬂnythlng we prlnt in the way of news is
Just co-ln01dental. oy

WHLT WILLIS 170 Upper Nards Rd,, Belfast Nbrthern Ireland.

"WROCUS 4 arrived in fine shape and I enjoyed it very much,
especially that nunsense about-the 'Chinese prisonsrs. I was
going to say something about hav1nn found a message in FOCUS
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ab.ut a priscner in a New Zcaland fangzine factory, but I sce

you beat me to it. Your cditorial was sensible, but .you can't
assune that an elitor knows when he's prlntlnp bal matcerial.
Aftor many years exporience in fmz publishing I've come to the
conclusion that thoere is no possibler 1tem, however lacking in
merit,, which: will nut™ appeal to someoneé, Usually it's the author
of CL arsp, but ofﬂen his 'uluSIOHS seem- to infect the editor too.

: I suggosb yJu re killing about South .Gate, but just in case
not, waybe I'd better say that these gcﬂplc have buun propagand=
ising for SG in 58 for ten years end it's a sacrbd fannish trad-
1t1un that that's where the 58 con will' be. It 'S one of the

- main reasons London bid for 57 and got it - to make South Gate
it 1n 58 p0851blc unler the rotation plan.

s Richard Shaver is still f)lnistron7 At lecast I got a

~.copy of Mystic the other day -with one of a series >f articles
by him about the Mystery. I -haven't read it (and don't intend

.~ to-as long as there is the phone dlrcctory and other more inter-
‘estlnv books in the hause to read) but it seemed 9! belthe Same
old stuff. .

¢ -

Foro S column WuS plthy and informative.

Liked the fmz reviews. Sorry you had such a forbidding intro-
duction to Hyphen, but that issué was‘as you: realised an unsually
ClqulSh one., B v

DS Harwlnp s artlcle was‘;nturgstlng, thouph one might argue
w1th his assumptlJns. At least Golld and Cﬁmgbell might . Campbbll
wouldn't hardly do so out loud,-but Gold would bp qu1te likely
to ruply to it. - Did you send hlm a copy?

. Mervyn Battett's ylpce left me wondurlng whuther this wnas

o w'an actual editor or a sort Of ficticnal prototype,ia;confusion

P worse confoundeld by the title. The only Mayhew I know is the
British MP anl in the contents you spelt it-Mayhem; as far as I
know this wmeans indiscriminate.slaughter and the article didn't
seem as savage as that. It was intere stlng though whichever way
you took it. I was shocked’ that only one other person commented
-on Spacemanship. To me.thls was the article of the year a reg-
ular little gems ‘ :

. Liked your intro to the rcaJers' letters. What was that
-about there being no fan humorists in NZ?.:

Glad to see Cohen is at least still allve, even . 1f he is

f kicking. I needn't cntlrcly give. up hope of him paylnﬁ me the
£5 he's owed me for, 18 months.“

Finally, thunks er the klnC words about Arthur S 1llos.
I'll pass this ‘¢copy -of FOCUS on to him. All the best for now,
and congratulations on what scems to me the best fmz gver to
come up: from‘lown there : - :

We were of course kid ding about the Outlandars ‘and their
motto. Mervyn has been familiar with “this slogan since
the days when Rick Sneary W28 u31ng it in. hlS lptters to

N
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Thrilling Wonder. MNcver sent Gold a copy. Should
have., Must do so. Mayhew was an elitor of PUNCH.
The first I think - who wrote a scries of short articles
about the London poor. We pinched-the title from & series.
that PUNCH ran recently =and tried to mtke it as much like
the same style as possible. Sincerest form of flattery
you know.

WITHIN THE CIRGIE (Continued from Page 12).

"I" am seventeen years old.

From this small treatise may you deduct my personality, not
that I have said much about my "good points'" or "bad points'" or
my inferiority of superiority comylﬂxes gs the case may be. My
pcrsonallty is my writing for when "I" wrlte my personal ity . is. -
injected into it. The total amount of ideas I have on the subject
- whether richt or wrong. ;

It may be interesting to note that the Greek iﬁtenpretaion
of the word "personality" neans Mask.

T must finish now, but others will be here to ftell you .of.
their work and selves, and to show you where I went wrong.

A rather knowledgeable philosopher once said: "We are the
total amount. of 2ll we have ever "Thought"." And how small are
our "thoughts", that we must learn how our bodies ogarate, and
even then not comgletely. EE

Watching our thoughts we become aware of the poverty of ‘our
mlnjs compared with the richness of our bodies. The Qellcately;
voised chemical reactions, the carefully adjusted mechanisms,
these organs of astounding ingenuity arée necessary that we may .-
live - but what of the mind that inhabits this genius that is
in our bodies?

Richard Paris,

Due to the presence of inactivity this issue of FOCUS -
is a. . roximately three months overdues We hoje to speed up
the apyearance of the next three is sues or so in order to
bring the 'zine ‘back on to its proyer schedule.

quB [
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Roger Horrocks.

"New Zealand is a small country lost somewhere in the
South Pacific, and safely isolated from such im,ortant cultural-
ising influencces as Commercial TV, American horror comics, or
even Potrzebies." That is how H*rr*cks superbly summed up the
rosfmon in 29 immortal* words.

The fudnick might also have added /‘merican SF magagines
to his list. In fact, if it.wasn't for the British blltlons of
ACTOUNDING, GALAXY and F&ST we Antipodeans would probably miss
all the excellent ST iroduced regularly by such authors as Asimov,
Blish, Henlein, Simak, Poul, Sheckley sand so.on. : These three
magazines, therefore, occu.v a rretty exalted position amoung
Australasian ‘fans, especially in comyarison with some of the junk
that has been praduced locally.

Douttless many fans will have wondered, as I have, just what
differences exist between the AMiIs and the BRESQ To begin with,
let's take a look at:

ASTOUNDING. The wmost obvious. differeuce between the two
editions¥is in the sige.’ The AMB follows thc.lmerican fashion
of pocket-size {53"x73") megazines, but to make things difficult
the BRE is 8lightly more than £% 1] onnsm To me, this seems an
unneccessary waste of time and work. The whole masazine has %o
be reset and respaced, and is the larger sizc eny more attractive?
No, but it's a darn si ght clumsier: The sl ig alce Zrinted on
better type and is thus much ‘easier to rend,

To make u, for.any-defietency iYi pope &.z2, the AME has 32
more pages than its Britich counterpart Sczn higher mathematics
shows that this amounts to 742% (note shes I e eLull") extre
square inches of type. T1¢s means: tHhas bj "J‘"**chaalnD the BRE we
lose about 12 pages of AstST every month, (grri); and this weans
either the omission of somz. short story (such as "Ceramic Incident"
from the October LAME) or more often an article (e.g. "The Trouble-
some Dimensions" by Ppul Anderson from November, or "Names! Names!
Names!" by Asimov from December). Occasicnally some of the letter-—
col is also Jettisoned, o

A orc careful com arison of the two editions will disclose
other Jiffercnces., For exam.le, take the December 1956 AMI.
mMh4 ahi gsh featshid (oous!) an® cxecellent cover bhv Doncen 117111
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'guts' of the mav wu:u sent over to Bngland from which Atlas
Publlcatlons Lre y&rbd the ALril '57 BRE. Not only was the
1nterlor reset, but the cover was rephotdgrayhed and a new block .
mend (Also Sll‘ﬂtly more ‘than 3" added to the top!) The results;
The fur ofthe Nidorianson the cover ‘which locked so real on the -
AME became course and bl tchy, the ‘mouth was comgletely- ruined;
the blood on the bandace is unrccoghisable as- such. In short the
Lszlanclng is spoiled. (Doublp grrr! 5 The previous issue (Ootober

56 AME-wwwfobruary 57 BRE) was even worsc treated, Grey becomes
green, brown becomes purpl&; end-the man's.face. becomes...Well
pretty horrible wasn't it? T just w1sh that Atlas Wwould be more
careful over these 1110S.. £ .

e - s i

Coe 4
On to. GALAXY whose two cbltlons ore almost i-Q entlcal In
fact only 1ffbrcnce worth’ mentioneng is.that the AME contains
about 14 extra pages (allowing fér ads,, .of course) “Otctsional-
ly Stratp Publications have fun Jeciding whﬁ% th 'discard, and once
in a while cowers are switched. (I only hope the z“llghﬁfUI
four—-armed Santa on the January AME will still be used for the
BRU sometime..) Hats off to Strato for getting the BRE "Galaxy"
Shto the stands about a manth hefore the COTrGSJOHulng "Astound-
lngﬂl 3 = [ )
0 BANTASY & SF, now, has aygcarbd in ‘a-number of forms.. A
BRE ran for some time then folded. At the moment there are
American, Australasian, French and Spanlsh editions on the go.
It.is the first two we are concerned with' here, although.they
are’alwost im_ossible to cempare ! The AME contains 128 page
of good paper, niccly bound, and is pubbed monthly. The Austd
consists of 112 pages of news,rint, held perilously together by
_two sta..les, md is vutbed 1rroxularly. The 4nterior is reset
‘and ‘the index of thu Austs bears only faint resemblence to “the
index of the corres.onding AME, or even to 1ts.own cover !

i In conclusion I would also Jlike to mention some of the other
Bnelish Languege cditions which, .sadly, are no longer with us.

~IF had a BRE for 15 issues, 128 pr.-&hLéXY-size. The AME
18 5613 g01ng strgng in.Amcrica.with 120 Qg only.

THRILLING JOND& R ' STLRTLING STORIES, AMAZING and DYNAMIC SF
had BREs. All were \ulas, 4t0 size (excc>t for AMAZING which
changed to the GALAXY format toward the end of its career)

Of the above,; only AMAZING still exists in America.

The stories from another American »ulp, PLANET, h&8Ve been
reprinted in these parts many times. A BRE PLANST survived for
some time, and during a boom there was even a New Zealand edition!
The Brltlsh prozine, TOPS IN 8F ran for its three is sues,
PLANGT Material. More recently we have SF MONTHLY, Tha Australian
mag, using PLANET royrints for its later issues. )

The iIT-fated BIYOND ran in Britian for some months, as
did the more fortunate FANT.ASTIC which still appears regularly
Stateside. T
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Stories from'a numbér of Amcrican magazines and antholo-
gies featured in AMSRICAN SF and SslECTED SF, two thln Aussie
'zines which ran succssfully ¢or several years.

Other American magagzines with British counterparts were;
SUPER SF, SPACE SF, FUTYRE SF, WEIRD TALES, SF QUARTIRLY, ORBIT
SF, and of course the fa ulous UNKNOWN WORLDS.

the circle N
SNCOMPASS od E

] . .Y i
f
This is a descri,tion of how this articular column, which
puroorts to be a run down of Circle activities, was written.
“It all started about three months &70 ih a conversation betweeb
Bruce Burn and Mervyn that went somothing like this....

BRUCE. "Mire yaﬁ going to use the Circle Encompassed in the
next issue of FOCUS?™
MZRVYN: ;”I,Sup{ose s0, I hadn't thought ébout it really."
. \BRUCE: "Who'se going t? write it?" :
AIRVYN: "I'11l get John Morgans to write it. It's about time

he dic¢ something for, the 'gzgine,"

After that came several conversations between John Morgans
and Meryn which tov.red & griod of about two months. They went
rather like thiS....

MSRVYN: "I've decided that you are ”Olng t0 wrlte The Circle
Encompassed for the next issue "of FOCUS.

JOHN: * "Me? What can I write about?™"

MIRVYN: "Write aqut the Circle's activities."

JOHN: "HA. What activities?"

MERVYN: "That's your problem. I'd like it as soon as Jossible
pleae. FOCUS is already behind schedule,” :

A week later. A telephone conversation.

MERVYN: "Have you got that thing written yet?"
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JOHN: "eive me a chancc. I've becn out nearly every night
this week and I was with Joan (ot it may have bteen Barbara,
Maurcen, Peggy or any of a dozen other rmnmes as John's romantic
life moves so fast that it is difficult for a mere onlooker to
keep a track of the players without the aid of a scoreboard)
most of the wekend,"

And thus it crageed on for several wecks. The same quest-
ion from Mervyn an d reply from John. And then one night they
were walking home aftcer attending a function together and had
reached the corner of Hawker Strcet, frowm wh ere they would each
g0 their separate ways when John stog.p.ed and held out to Mervyn
three scraps of papcer saying, "Here, I didn't give this to you
earlier because it's so bloody awful that I wanted to be out of
the way when you read it. Please don't use it."

When he arrived home, Mcrvyn unfolded the three sheets of
writing pad peper which had becn tyged on Richard's typewriter
- the only ono we've ever scen that types a wavy line - and read
what John had written. It was just as he had warned and he de-
cided to bow to John's wishes which is why were not going to
print THO CIRCLE ENCOMPA3SED by John lorgans.

Mervyn Barret.

SUBSCRIPTICUN RATE: -

1/—]£r'copy.
2/6 for Three.

The Editor will also accept payment in copies of
PLAYBOY and Marilyn Monroe Calendars.

We hope to publish the next is sue very shortly
and so we would appreciate receiving you letters
of comment etc. as soon as possible.

———



g WL ;
‘ ,_; S
\ b g mit §
xl : j \

Address of Sender: Mervyn Barrectt,
6 Doctors Commons,

WIELLINGTION C.4.
NEW ZsALAND.
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